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lived in the vicinity of the Liverpool Assize Court. Indeed,
when the jury were empanelled, there were numerous
excuses made by jurors who were interested in one way or
another in the plaintiffs5 concern.
It was anticipated that the action would last a fortnight,
but Carson made up his mind to finish the case in a day or
two on his opening : he felt confident that on the facts before
him he could blow the defendants' case sky high, and induce
them to settle outright for an enormous sum. He was con-
vinced that Lord Northcliffe did not know the strength
of the case against him. His plan was to make the most
formidable opening of his career, put Mr. Lever in the box
and challenge Rufus Isaacs to do the like with Lord North-
cliffe. Whereas he was sure that Mr. Lever had the means
of answering every question which Rufus could put against
him, he determined to reveal to Lord Northcliffe at the
outset that his campaign had been based on inaccurate
information and was utterly unjustified. He knew that by a
powerful treatment of his subject-matter he could make the
great journalist realise how far he had overreached himself.
Mr. Lever entertained his counsel in great style : he lent
them his house in Birkenhead, and saw that they lived on
the fat of the land during the progress of the case. In these
luxurious surroundings Carson, assisted by his team of
lawyers, put the finishing touches to the speech that was to
win the greatest sum for libel damages which had ever been
given to a plaintiff.
His opening was a two-days' effort, and it certainly was a
devastating performance. " This libel, gentlemen," he
began, "is of a very exceptional and serious character,
deliberately carried on for several weeks, and was made with
the object of smashing up Lever Brothers. It is a libel which
has been persisted in up to the present moment. . . . The
plaintiffs' complaint is that the defendants, having made up
their minds to smash the combine, instead of attacking it in
a fair way, have stooped to methods of libel, which have
rendered Mr. Lever and his company liable to be branded
as men with whom no honest man could have any dealings
in this country. The first and most serious charge is that the